
MINUTES 


UTAH 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST 


LICENSING BOARD MEETING 


September 20,2013 


Room 474, 4th Floor- 9:00 A.M. 

Heber Wells Building 


Salt Lake City, UT 84111 


CONVENED: 9:07 A.M. 	 ADJOURNED: 12:21 P.M. 

Bureau Manager: Richard 1. Obom 
Board Secretary: Lee Avery 

Board Members Present: 	 Scot M. Allgood, Ph. D., Chairperson 
Veon G. Smith, DSW, Acting Chairperson 
Elaine Reintjes 

Board Members Absent: 	 Alan Springer, Ph.D. 

DOPL Staff Present: 	 Susan Higgs, Compliance Specialist 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 	 DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

MINUTES: 	 The Board reviewed the minutes dated May 31, 2013. 
Dr. Smith made a motion to approve the minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Reintjes and carried 
unanimously. 

Update regarding Board vacancy 	 Mr. Obom advised the Board that he will contact the 
association regarding the Board vacancy. Dr. Smith 
stated he will advertise at the UAMFT meetings he 
attends that there is an open position on the Board. 

Compliance Report: 	 # 1. Deanna Gallagher is in compliance with her 
stipUlation. She submitted her approved supervisor's 
CV, supervisor plan and supervisor reports for July 
and August. She needs to submit her CE certificates. 

#2. Denim Slade is a new probationer. He submitted 
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APPOINTMENTS: 

Dr. Deanna Gallagher, probation interview 

his probation plan and CV for a proposed supervisor, 
Norm Thibault, LMFT. 
Discussion: 
The Board reviewed Dr. Sladets stipulation, the 
compliance plan, essay and CEs. 

#3. Richard Passoth is in compliance with his 
stipulation. He submitted 2 supervisor reports from 
Dr. Hale. He moved to Colorado and submitted a 
request for early termination of his probation. His 
supervisor supports early termination of his probation. 
Dr. Passothts interview will be held via telephone. 
Discussion: 
The Board noted that Dr. Passoth submitted his essay 
in February when he requested early termination of his 
probation. The Board reviewed the letter from his 
supervisor supporting early termination. The Board 
noted that Dr. Passoth's probation is for three years 
and he has been meeting with the Board for only one 
year. 

#4. Lawrence Bradley is in compliance with his 
stipulation. He submitted supervisor reports for June 
and August. Dr. Bradley and his supervisor both had 
vacations in July. He submitted a letter from his 
supervisor regarding the supervision format. Dr. 
Bradley signed a new stipulation extending probation 
for two years. 
Discussion: 
The Board reviewed the new stipulation Dr. Bradley 
signed where he admitted to unlawfully distributing 
and using copyrighted proprietary written materials at 
a youth facility. The Board noted that there is no 
mention of the new stipulation noted in his supervisor 
report. 

Dr. Gallagher met with the Board. Dr. Smith 
conducted the interview. Dr. Gallagher is in 
compliance with her stipulation. She stated that she 
has not received the certificate for the CE course she 
completed yet; however, she will submit it to Ms. 
Higgs as soon as she has it. She noted that the things 
she learned from his class were very helpful. The 
course helped her to learn that she needs to monitor 
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Dr. Denim Slade, new probation interview 

her support system and stay on top of any problems. 
Dr. Gallagher stated she moved to a different office 
where there is more support from other professionals 
who share her values. The Board encouraged her to 
talk about dual relationships and developing an early 
exit strategy for the next time she finds herself in this 
position and talk about the vulnerabilities that lead to 
the breach in her ethics with her supervisor. Dr. 
Gallagher stated she is considering moving from St. 
George to Orem. She has been referring some clients 
and terminating therapy with others. The Board 
encouraged her to talk with her supervisor about 
making a plan, be clear about the plan, set a date, and 
move forward so she does not become vulnerable 
again. Ms. Reintjes made a motion to approve the 
compliance plan with an amendment regarding how 
she will terminate therapy with her clients, approve the 
supervisor, Lynn Clark Brunson, LMFT and formally 
approve the CE courses Mr. Obom preliminary 
approved in August. The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Smith and carried unanimously. The CE course she 
completed is for six hours, the title: "Keeping Ethics 
in Clinical Practice: Everyday Issues and Dilemmas." 
Speaker: Frances Patterson, PHD, LADAC, MAC, 
BCPC, CCJAS, QSAP, QCS. Dr. Gallagher gave the 
Board her essay for review at the next Board meeting. 
The Board asked to see Dr. Gallagher December 27, 
2013. Ms. Gallagher is in compliance with her 
stipulation. 

Dr. Slade met with the Board. Dr. Allgood noted he 
has a professional history with Dr. Slade. Dr. Slade 
stated he is okay with Dr. Allgood participating in his 
interviews and voting. Dr. Smith conducted the 
interview. Dr. Slade reviewed the violations that 
placed his license on probation. He was involved in a 
dual relationship. He terminated therapy with the 
husband and wife, referring them to another therapist. 
He refunded them their fees/gas, etc. Dr. Slade stated 
he spent time reviewing what happened and changes 
he needs to make. For example, he discussed the need 
to refer a couple to another therapists if he finds that 
they are relying too much on him, using text only for 
making appointments, and moving to an office with 
other therapists. Dr. Slade stated that Dr. Norm 
Thibault, LMFT, has agreed to supervise him. They 
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Dr. Richard Passoth, probation interview 

will meet the week after next. Dr. Thibault was two 
years ahead of Dr. Slade in completing a doctoral 
degree at Utah State. He does not know Dr. Thibault 
personal1y or professionally. Dr. Slade stated he 
completed some CEs. They were provided by the 
ZUR Institute for 6 hours. The course was titled "Dual 
Relationships: The Ethical Way." The Board advised 
Dr. Slade that he needs to complete CEs specific to 
MFT and in dual relationships. Dr. Slade stated he 
plans to attend the AAMFT Conference in Portland, 
Oregon. Dr. Smith made a motion to accept the 
practice plan, proposed supervisor, and ethics as part 
of the CE requirement with additional CEs specific to 
MFT, ethics/dual relationships. The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Reintjes and carried unanimously. 
Dr. Smith made a motion to add a request to Dr. 
Slade's supervisor to include there be a specific 
discussion about a therapeutic and practice 
recommendation. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Reintjes and carried unanimously. Dr. Slade was 
advised that his supervisor reports are due by the 20th 

of the each month. The Board advised Dr. Slade to 
plan to be physically present at the next Board meeting 
and to contact Mr. Oborn for a telephonic interview if 
one is needed. The Board asked to see Dr. Slade on 
December 27,2013. Dr. Slade is in compliance with 
his stipulation. 

Dr. Passoth was contacted via telephone for his 
interview. Dr. Allgood conducted the interview. 
Dr. Passoth advised the Board that he moved to 
Colorado. He is referring his Utah clients to other 
therapists and his supervisees to other supervisors in 
Utah. Dr. Passoth stated he has been approached by a 
graduate program to supervise their graduates and post 
graduates. The Board reviewed the letter from Dr. 
Hale indicating Dr. Passoth has made good progress 
and she is supporting early termination of his 
probation. The Board advised Dr. Passoth that the 
Board wants to know that the probationer has 
modified their actions regarding the mistakes they 
made and are moving forward. Dr. Passoth stated he 
feels he is taking responsibility for his errors. He has 
admitted them and owns them; however, his issue is 
with the process not the law. Dr. Passoth stated he 
feels he has learned what he needs to and wants to 
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Dr. Lawrence Bradley, probation interview 

move on. The Board advised Dr. Passoth that the 
Board does not consider releasing probationers until 
they have completed all of the requirements in their 
stipulation and have completed at least half of their 
probation term. The Board noted that Dr. Passoth's 
probation is from 1117/12 to 1117/15. Dr. Allgood 
made a motion that the Board reconsider Dr. Passoth's 
request for early termination ofhis probation at the 
December Board meeting. The motion was seconded 
by Dr. Smith and carried unanimously. Dr. Smith 
motioned to recommend Dr. Passoth obtain his 
Colorado license and a supervisor in Colorado who 
will report to the Utah Board and his supervision occur 
bi-monthly. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Reintjes and carried unanimously. Ifhe is not seeing 
clients, then his supervisor may submit a report stating 
he is not seeing clients. The Board asked to see Dr. 
Passoth on December 27, 2013. Dr. Passoth is in 
compliance with his stipulation. 

Dr. Bradley met with the Board. Dr. Allgood 
conducted the interview. Dr. Bradley stated he 
struggled to keep the program going and finally closed 
the doors. He is currently seeing three clients in st. 
George. Dr. Bradley expressed concern regarding the 
charges/violations listed in his stipulation. The Board 
advised him to contact a copyright attorney for 
assistance in resolving his concerns. 
Dr. Bradley stated he could not be reached at the May 
Board meeting because he had not received 
notification the date of the Board meeting had 
changed. Because of the rural area his lives in, he 
does not regularly go to his USPS mail box. Dr. 
Bradley stated his supervision has been face to face 
with one exception. This was because of an 
emergency in his supervisor's office. Ms. Reintjes 
motioned to move Dr. Bradley's supervision to once a 
month, as long as there is a client, one hour of 
supervision for every fifteen hours of client session 
and if less than fifteen hours, then the supervision will 
drop to one hour a month. At least half of the 
meetings need to be in person. The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Smith and carried unanimously. The 
Board encouraged Dr. Bradley to talk with his 
supervisor about his stipulation and to provide him a 
copy. The Board approved a telephone interview as 
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ADJOURN: 	 The Board adjourned at 12:21 P.M. 
Note: These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript but are intended to record the significant features ofthe 
business conducted in this meeting. Discussed items are not necessarily shown in the chronological order they occurred. 

jc2-;l7-13 
Date Approved 	 c~~~and Family Therapist 

Licensing Board 

DISCUSSION: 
1. Heather Sparks, Surrender of LAMFT 
license 

2. Upcoming rule hearing 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR: 

long as he is in compliance with his stipulation. Dr. 
Bradley stated he prefers to receive his notice via 
email. The Board asked to see Mr. Bradley on 
December 27,2013. Mr. Bradley is in compliance 
with his stipulation. 

Mr. Obom advised the Board that Heather Sparks 
surrendered her LAMFT license and reviewed the 
surrender stipulation. She engaged in an inappropriate 
relationship with a client. She agrees not to reapply 
for 4 years as of July 20,2013. 

Mr. Obom reviewed the upcoming rule hearing with 
the Board. This change will impact all mental health 
therapists. Mr. Oborn noted that the psychologists 
adopted similar language in their rule. 

Mr. Obom stated the MFT rule hearing will be held at 
the beginning of the December meeting. 

N one at this time. 

The Board next meeting is scheduled for December 
27,2013 

2013 Board meetings tentatively scheduled 
The Board discussed rescheduling the December 13,2013 Board 
meeting to December 27,2013. 

2014 Board meetings tentatively scheduled: 
March 14, June 13, September 12, December 12 

B 



