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November 15, 2016

Mr. Larry Marx
Utah Board of Dentists and Dental Hygienists

" Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing

P.O. Box 146741
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6741

Dear-Mr. Marx,

As you may be aware, The American Board of Orthodontics (ABO) is the global
leader in orthodontic board certification and sets the standards of care for
excellence in orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics. Ourmission is to elevate
the quality of orthodontic care for the public by promoting excellence through
certification, education and professional collaboration.

One hundred percent of CODA accredited orthodontic programs in the United
States participate in the ABO’s Written Examination as a measure of outcome
assessment for their programs. The number of residents that continue on to
complete the ABO’s Clinical Examination (in order to become Board Certified) is
increasing yearly. The ABO recently added a Craniofacial Clinical Examination as
an additional way to complete ABO board certification. In addition, the
Certification Renewal Examination is required every 10 years confirming a
board certified orthodontist’s dedication to continual learning.

According to the CDCA website, it has come to our attention that the state of
Utah may require a dental professional seeking a specialty licensure in
orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics to complete the Orthodontics Specialty
Examination administered by the CDCA. We acknowledge that this examination
was designed as a way to qualify successful apphcants to practice and to
advertise themselves as specialists.

The CDCA Specialty Examination is made up of two parts. Candidates who have
successfully completed the ABO Written Examination are automatically exempt
from taking Part I Simulated Clinical Examination (Written Exam) with the
CDCA.

Part II of the CDCA Examination is Presentation of Case Histories and Verbal
Examination which includes requiring the candidates to submit 4 completed
cases in the ABO format, using ABO forms.
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The ABO Clinical Examination consists of an assessment of the examinee's
evaluation and treatment plan for one case provided by the ABQ, as well as a
comprehensive evaluation of 6 case records and reports for patients treated by
the examinee. Knowledge of the 6 cases presented is then assessed in an oral
examination. '

The American Board of Orthodontics respectfully requests that you consider the
option to either accept or require ABO Board Certification Examination to fulfill
your orthodontic specialty licensure Examination Requirements.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss this poésibility furthef.

Sincerely,

Carole Newp
Operations Manager
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THE COMMISSION ON
DENTAL COMPETENCY
ASSESSMENTS

Specialty Exam

CDCA administers examinations for several states in six specialty areas:
Endodontics )
Orthodontics

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Pediatric Dentistry

Periodontics

Prosthodontics

These examinations are not designed to replace the specialty boards, but to qualify successful applicants to practice
and to advertise themselves as specialists in the states participating in this specialty examination process. (Currently
this includes: Idaho, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas and Utah.)

These states may require the Specialty Examination administered by the CDCA for specialty licensure. Check with the

- appropriate state dental board. If the Specialty Exam is required, contact Dr. Ellis Hall at ehali@cdcaexams.org for more

information.

Generally other states do not accept this examination for specialty licensure. However, on a case by case basis, some
states may request special consideration. For further information, contact Dr. Ellis Hall, Director of Examinations at

ehall@cdcaexams.org.
Exam Speciﬁcs

The examination will be offered in July, 2017 (exact date TBD) near the Baltimore/Washington Airport in Maryland.

The examination consists of two parts:

1. A written muitiple choice examination of 160 to 180 questions
2. Presentation of a series of cases completed by the candidate demonstrating specific treatment planning and

technical skills.
Your completed cases and signed, notarized affidavit must be received no later than, TBD.

A score of 75% or better is required in both parts to pass. If you receive a passing score on the written portion of the
American Board in your specialty, the written part of the CDCA exam can be waived.

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?7ui=2&ik=34d42456e98view=pt&sear ch=inbox&th=158bc1a92bfce77f&siml=158bc1ag2bfce77f 12
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If after reading Form D of your application materials, you have additional “Case Specific" questions, you may direct them
to Dr. Ellis Hall, Director of Examinations at ehall@cdcaexams.org.

Documented cases, models, and case histories must be sent to: Specialty Examination, Commission on Dental
Competency Assessments, 1304 Concourse Drive, Suite 100, Linthicum, MD 21090, and received no later than: TBD.

Note: State rules and regulations aré constantly changing. To assure the most current licensure requirements, always
check with the state dental board in the state where you intend to practice.

https://mail.google.com/mail/w/0/?ui=28&ik= 34d4245699&vie§~=pt&search=inbox&th=158bc1a92bfce77f&siml= 158bc1a92bfce77f
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