
Utah Code-- Title 52-- Chapter 04 --Open and Public Meetings Act 

(as of 5/201 0) 

52-4-1 01. Titl e. 
This chapter is known as the "Open and Pub lic Meeti ngs Act." 

Enacted by Chapter 14, 2006 General Sess ion 

52-4-102. Declaration of public policy. 
( I) The Legislature finds and declares that the state, its agencies and political subdi visions, exist to aid in the 

conduct of the people's business. 
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the state, its agencies, and it s political subdi visions: 
(a) take their actions openly; and 
(b) conduct their deliberations openl y. 

Renumbered and /\mended by Chapter 14, 2006 General Sess ion 

52-4- t 03 . Definition s. 
As used in thi s chapter: 
( I) "Anchor location" means the physica l location from which: 
(a) an electronic meeting ori ginates; or 
(b) the participants are connected. 
(2) "Convening" means the ca lli ng of a meeting of a public body by a person authori zed to do so for the 

express purpose of di scuss ing or acting upon a subj ect over which that public body has j uri sdiction or advisory 
power. 

(3) "E lectronic meeting" means a publi c meeting convened or conducted by means o f a conference using 
electroni c communications. 

(4) (a ) "M eeting" means the convening of a public body, with a quorum present, including a workshop or an 
executive sess ion whether the meeting is held in person or by means o f electronic communicati ons, for the 
purpose of di scussing, rece iving comments from the public about, or act ing upon a matt er over whi ch the public 
body has jurisdiction or advisory power. 

(b) "Meeti ng" does not mean: 
(i) a chance meeting; 
(ii ) a social meeting; or 
(iii ) the convening of a public body that has both legislati ve and executi ve responsibi lities where no public 

fu nds are appropri ated for expenditure during the time the public body is convened and : 
(A) the public body is convened so lely for the di scuss ion or implementation of admini strati ve or operational 

matters for whi ch no formal ac ti on by the public body is requi red; or 
(B) the public body is con vened sol ely for the di scuss ion or implementation of admini strati ve or operational 

ma tters that would not come before the publi c body for di sc ussion or ac ti on. 
(5) "Monitor" means to hear or observe, li ve, by audio or video equipment , all of the pub lic statements of 

each member of the public body who is parti cipating in a meeting. 
(6) "Participate" means the abi lity to communicate with all of the members of a public body, either verball y 

or electroni ca lly, so that each member o f the public body can hear or observe the communication . 
(7) (a ) "Public body" means any admini strati ve, advisory, executi ve, or legislati ve body of the sta te or its 

polit ica l subdi visions that: 
(i) is created by the Utah Constituti on, statute, rul e, ordinance, or reso lution : 
(ii ) consists of two or more persons; 



(i ii) expends , disburses, or is supported in who le or in part by tax revenue; and 
(iv) is vested with the authority to make dec isions regarding the publi c's business. 
(b) "Public body" does not include a: 
(i) political party political group, or po litical caucus; or 
(ii) conference committee, rule committee, or sifting committee of the Legislature. 
(8) "Public statement" means a statement made in the ordinary course of business of the public body with the 

intent that all other members of the pub lic body receive it. 
(9) (a) "Quorum'' means a simple majority of the membership of a pub! ic body, unless otherwise defined by 

applicable law . 
(b) "Quorum" does not include a meeting of two elected officials by themselves when no action, either 

formal or informal, is taken on a subject over which these elected officia ls have advisory power. 
(10) "Record ing" means an audio , or an audio and video, record ofthe proceedings of a meeting that can be 

used to review the proceedings of the meeting. 

Amended by Chapter 35, 2007 General Session 
Amended by Chapter 45 , 2007 General Session 

52-4-104. Training. 
The presiding officer ofthe public body shall ensure that the members of the public body are provided with 

ann ual training on the req uirements of this chapter. 

Enacted by Chapter 263, 2006 General Session 

52-4-201. Meetings open to the public-- Exceptions. 
(I) A meeting is open to the public un less closed under Sections 52-4-204 , 52-4-205 , and 52-4-206 . 
(2) (a) A meeting that is open to the public includes a workshop or an executive session of a public body in 

which a quorum is present, unless closed in accordance with this chapter. 
(b) A workshop or an executive ess ion of a public body in which a quorum is present that is held on the 

same day as a regularl y schedu led public meeting of the public body may on ly be held at the location where the 
public body is holding the regularly scheduled public meeting unless : 

(i) the workshop or executive session is held at the location where the public body holds its regu larly 
schedu led public meetings but, for that day, the regu larly scheduled public meeting is being he ld at differen t 
location; 

(ii) any of the meetings held on the same day is a site visit or a traveling tour and , in accordance with this 
chapter, public notice is given ; 

(iii) the workshop or executive session is an electronic meeting conducted according to the requirements of 
Section 52-4-207; or 

(iv) it is not practicable to conduct the workshop or executive session at the regular location of the pub lic 
body's open meetings due to an emergency or extraordinary circumstances . 

Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 14, 2006 Genera l Sess ion 
Amended by Chapter 263 , 2006 General Session 

52-4-202. Public notice of meetings -- Emergency meetings . 
(1) A pub lic body shall give not less than 24 hours public notice of each meeting including the meeting: 
(a) agenda; 
(b) da te; 
(c) time: and 
(d) place . 
(2) (a) ln addition to the requirements under Subsection ( l ), a public body which ho lds regular mee tings that 

are scheduled in advance over the course of a year shall give public notice at least once each year of its annual 
meeting schedule as provided in thi s cction. 



~ (t:} The public noti ce under Subsecti on (2)(a) shall spec ify the date, time, and place of the schedul ed 
meeti ngs. 

(3) (a) Publi c noti ce shall be sati sfi ed by: 
(i) posting written notice: 
(A) at the principal office of the publi c body, or if no principal offi ce ex ists, at the building where the 

mee ting is to be held ; and 
(B) beginning October I , 2008 and except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), on the Utah Publi c oti ce 

Website created under Section 63F-1-701 ; and 
(i i) prov iding noti ce to: 
(A) at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographi c juri sdi cti on of the publi c body; or 
(B) a local media conespondent. 
(b) A publi c body of a muni cipality under Titl e I 0, Utah Municipa l Code, a local di stri ct under Titl e 17B, 

Limi ted Purpose Loca l Government Entities- Local Di stric ts, or a spec ial service di stri ct under Title 17D, 
Chapter I, Special Service Di stri ct Act, is encouraged, but not required, to post written noti ce on the Utah 
Publi c oti ce Website, if the municipality or di stri ct has a current annual budget of less than $ 1 milli on. 

(c) A pub lic body is in compliance with the provisions of Subsection (3)(a)( ii) by providing notice to a 
news paper or local media correspondent under the provisions of Subsecti on 63F-1-701 (4)(d). 

(4) A public body is encouraged to develop and use additi onal electronic means to provide notice of its 
meetings under Subsection (3). 

(5) (a) The notice requirement o f Subsecti on ( I) may be di sregarded if: 
(i) because of unforeseen circumstances it is necessary for a publ ic body to hold an emergency meeting to 

consider matters of an emergency or urgent nature; and 
(ii) the publi c body gives the best noti ce prac ti cable of: 
(A) the time and pl ace of the emergency meeting; and 
(B) the topi cs to be considered at the emergency meeting. 
(b) An emergency meeting of a publi c body may not be held unl ess : 
(i) an att empt has been made to noti fy all the members of the public body; and 
(ii ) a majority of the members of the pub lic body appro ve the meeting. 
(6) (a) A public notice that is required to include an agenda under Subsec tion ( 1) shall provide reasonable 

specificity to notify the public as to the topics to be considered at the meeting. Each topic shall be li sted under 
an agenda item on the meeting agenda. 

(b) Subj ect to the provisions of Subsection (6)(c), and at the di screti on of the pres iding member of the publi c 
body, a topic raised by the publi c may be di scussed during an open meeting, even if the topic raised by the 
public was not included in the agenda or advance public notice fo r the meeting. 

(c) Except as provided in Subsec tion (5), relating to emergency meet ings , a publi c body may not take fina l 
act ion on a topic in an open meeting unl ess the topi c is: 

(i) li sted under an agenda item as req uired by Subsection (6)(a) ; and 
(ii) inc luded with the advance publ ic noti ce required by thi s section. 

Amended by Chapter 5, 2009 Spec ial Sess ion I 

52-4-203 . Written minutes of open meetings -- Public records-- Recording of meetings. 
( 1) Except as prov ided unde r Subsecti on (7), written minutes and a recording sha ll be kept of all open 

meetings. 
(2) Wri tten minutes of an open meeting shall include : 
(a) the date, time, and pl ace of the meeting; 
(b) the names of members present and absent ; 
(c) the substance of all matters proposed, di scussed, or decided by the public body which may include a 

summary of comments made by members of the public body; 
(d) a record , by individual member, of each vote taken by the pub lic body; 
(c) the name of each person who: 
(i) is not a member of the publi c body; and 



(ii) after being recognized by the presiding member of the public body, provided testimony or comments to 
the public body; 

(f) the substance, in brief, of the testimony or comments provided by the public under Subsection (2)(e) ; and 
(g) any other infom1ation that is a record of the proceedings of the meeting that any member requests be 

entered in the minutes or recording. 
(3) A recording of an open meeting shall : 
(a) be a comp lete and unedited record of all open portions of the meeting from the commencement of the 

meeting through adjournment of the meeting; and 
(b) be properly labeled or identified with the date, time, and place of the meeting. 
(4) The written minutes and recording of an open meeting are public records under Title 63G, Chapter 2, 

Govemment Records Access and Management Act, as follows: 
(a) Written minutes that have been prepared in a form awaiting only fom1al approva l by the public body are 

a public record. 
(b) Written minutes shall be available to the public within a reasonable time after the end of the meeting. 
(c) Written minutes that are made ava ilabl e to the public before approval by the public body under 

Subsection (4)(d) sha ll be clearly identified as "awa it ing formal approva l" or "unapproved" or with some other 
appropriate notice that the written minutes are subject to change until formally approved. 

(d) A public body shall establ ish and imp lement procedures for the public body's approval of the written 
minutes of each meeting. 

(e) Written minutes are the official record of action taken at the meeting. 
(f) A recording of an open meeting shall be avai lable to the public for li stening within three business days 

after the end of the meeting. 
(5) All or any part of an open meeting may be independently recorded by any person in attendance if the 

recording does not interfere with the conduct of the meeting. 
(6) The written minutes or recording of an open meeting that are required to be retained permanently shall be 

maintained in or converted to a fonnat that meets long-term records storage requirements. 
(7) Notwithstanding Subsection ( I ), a recording is not required to be kept of: 
(a) an open meeting that is a site visit or a traveling tour, if no vote or action is taken by the pub! ic body ; or 

(b) an open meeting of a local district under Title 17B, Limited Purpose Local Government Entities- Local 
Districts, or spec ia l ervice di strict under Title 170, Chapter I , Special Service District Act, if the district's 
annual budgeted expenditures for all funds, excluding capital expenditures and debt service, are $50,000 or 
less. 

/\mended by Chap ter 13 7, 2009 General Session 

52-4-204. Closed meeting held upon vote of members-- Business-- Reasons for meeting recorded. 
(I) A closed meeting may be held if: 
(a) (i) a quorum is present; 
(ii) the meeting is an open meeting for which notice has been given under Section 52-4-202 ; and 
(iii) (A) two-thirds of the members of the public body present at the open meeting vote to approve closing 

the meeting; 
(B) fo r a meeting that is required to be closed under Section 52-4-205 , if a majority of the members of the 

public body present at an open meeting vote to approve closing the meeting; or 
(C) for an eth ics committee of the Legislature that is conducting an open meeting fo r the purpose of 

reviewing an ethics complaint , a majority of the members present vote to approve closing the meeting for the 
purpose of seek ing or obtaining legal adv ice on legal , evidentiary, or procedural matters, or for conducting 
deliberations to reach a decision on the complaint; or 

(b) for the Independent Legislative Eth ics Commiss ion, the closed meeting is convened for the purpose of 
conducting business relating to the receipt or review of an ethics complaint, provided that public notice of the 
closed meeting is given under Section 52-4-202 , with the agenda for the meeting stating that the meeting will be 
closed for the purpo e of "conducting business relating to the receipt or review of ethics complaints" . 

' 



T (! )A closed meeting is not all owed unless each matter di scussed in the closed meeting is permitted under 
Section 52-4-205 . 

(3) An ordinance, resolution, rul e, regulati on, contract, or appointment may not be approved at a cl osed 
meeting. 

(4) The foll owing informati on shall be publicly announced and entered on the minutes of the open meeting at 
which the closed meeting was approved: 

(a) the reason or reasons for holding the cl osed meeting; 
(b) the location where the c losed meeting w ill be held ; and 
(c) the vote by name, of each member of the publi c body, either for or aga inst the motion to hold the closed 

meeting. 

(5) Except as provided in Subsecti on 52-4-205(2), nothing in thi s chapter shall be construed to require any 
meeting to be closed to the public. 

Amended by Chapter 35 , 20 I 0 General Sess ion 
Amended by Chapter 239, 20 I 0 General Sess ion 

52-4-205. Purposes of closed meetings. 
( I ) A closed meeting described under Secti on 52-4-204 may onl y be held for : 
(a) di scussi on of the character, profess ional competence, or phys ica l or menta l health of an indi vidual; 
(b) strategy sess ions to di scuss coll ecti ve barga ining; 
(c) strategy sessions to di scuss pending or reasonabl y imminent liti gati on; 
(d) strategy sessions to di scuss the purchase , exchange, or lease of rea l property, including any form of a 

water right or water shares, if public di sc uss ion of the transaction would : 

if: 

(i) di sclose the appraisa l or estimated va lue of the property under consideration; or 
(ii ) prevent the public body from completing the transacti on on the best poss ible terms; 
(c) strategy sess ions to di scuss the sa le of rea l property, including any form of a water ri ght or water shares , 

(i) public di scuss ion of the transac ti on would : 
(A) disc lose the appraisa l or estimated va lue of the property under considerati on; or 
(B) prevent the public body fro m completing the transacti on on the best poss ible terms; 
(ii ) the public body previ ously gave public noti ce that the property wo uld be o ffered for sal e; and 
(iii ) the terms ofthe sale are publi cly di sc losed before the publi c body approves the sa le; 
(f) di scussion regarding deployment of security personnel, dev ices , or systems; 
(g) investigati ve proceedings regarding all ega tions of criminal mi sconduct; 
(h) as relates to the Independent Legislati ve Ethics Commiss ion, conducting business relating to the rece ipt 

or re view of ethics complaints; 
(i) as relates to an ethics committee of the Leg islature, a purpose permitted under Subsection 52-4-

204( I )(a)( iii )(B); 

or 
(j) as relates to a coun ty leg islati ve body, di scuss ing commercia l in formation as defin ed in Secti on 59-1-404: 

(k) a purpose for which a meeting is requi red to be closed under Subsec tion (2) . 
(2) The foll owing meetings shall be closed : 
(a) a meeting ofthe Health and Iluman Services Interim Committee to rev iew a fatality re view report 

described in Subsection 62A-16-30l ( l )(a) , and the responses to the report described in Subsections62A-16-
30 1(2) and (4); and 

(b) a meeting of the Child Welfare Leg islati ve Oversight Panel to: 
(i) rev iew a fa tality rev iew report described in Subsecti on 62A-16-30l ( l)(a) , and the responses to the report 

described in Subsecti ons 62A-16-301 (2) and (4) ; or 
(ii ) review and di scuss an indi vidual case, as described in Subsection 62A-4a-207(5). 
(3) A publi c body may not interv iew a person applying to fill an elected pos iti on in a closed meeting. 



Amended by Chapter 35 , 20 I 0 General Session 
Amended by Chapter 60, 20 I 0 General Session 
/\mended by Chapter 239 , 20 I 0 General Session 

52-4-206. Record of closed meetings. 
(I) Except as provided under Subsection (6) , if a public body closes a meeting under Subsection 52-4-

205( I), the publ ic body: 
(a) hall make a recording of the closed portion of the meeting; and 
(b) may keep detailed written minutes that disclose the content of the closed portion of the meeting. 
(2) !\. recording of a closed meeting shall be complete and unedited from the commencement of the closed 

meeting through adjoumment of the closed meeting. 
(3) The recording and any minutes of a closed meeting shall include : 
(a) the date, time, and place of the mee ting; 
(b) the names of members present and absent; and 
(c) the names of all others present except where the disclosure would infringe on the confidentiality 

necessary to fulfill the original purpose of closing the meeting. 
(4) Minutes or recordings of a closed meeting that are required to be retained pem1anently shall be 

maintained in or converted to a fom1at that meets long-term records storage requirements . 
(5) Both a recording and written minutes of closed meetings are protected records under Title 63G, Chapter 

2, Government Records Access and Management Act, except that the records may be disclosed under a court 
order only as provided under Section 52-4-304 . 

(6) If a public body closes a meeting exclusively for the purposes described under Subsection 52-4-
205( I )(a), (I )(f), or (2): 

(a) the person presiding shall sign a sworn statement affirming that the so le purpose for closing the meeting 
was to discuss the purposes described under Subsection 52-4-205( I )(a),( l )(f) , or (2) ; and 

(b) the provisions of Subsection ( l) of thi s sec ti on do not apply. 

Amended by Chapter 239 , 2010 General Session 

52-4-207. Electronic meetings-- Authorization -- Req uirements. 
( 1) A pub lic body may convene and conduct an electronic meeting in accordance with this section. 
(2) (a) A public body may not hold an electronic meeting unless the public body has adopted a resolution , 

rule, or ordinance goveming the use of electronic meetings. 
(b) The reso lution, rule , or ordinance may: 
(i) prohibit or limit electronic meetings based on budget , public policy, or logistical considerations; 
(ii) require a quorum of the public body to : 
(A) be present at a single anchor location for the meeting; and 
(B) vote to approve establishment of an electronic meeting in order to include other members of the public 

body through an electronic connection ; 
(iii) require a request for an electronic meeting to be made by a member of a public body up to three days 

prior to the meeting to allow for atTangements to be made for the electronic meeting; 
(iv) restrict the number of separate connections for members of the public body that are allowed for an 

electronic meeting based on available equipment capability; or 
(v) estab lish other procedures, limitations, or conditions governing electronic meetings not in conflict with 

this section. 
(3) A public body that convenes or conducts an electronic meeting shall: 
(a) give public notice of the meeting : 
(i) in accordance with Section 52-4-202; and 
(ii) post written notice at the anchor location; 
(b) in addition to giving public notice required by Subsection (3)(a) , provi de : 
(i) notice of the electronic meeting to the members of the public body at least 24 hours before the meeting so 

that they may participate in and be counted as present for all purposes, including the determination that a 



_, . 
., quo rum IS present; and 

(ii) a description of how the members will be connected to the electroni c meeting; 
(c) estab li sh o ne or more anchor locati ons for the publi c meeting, at least one of which is in the building and 

poi! tical subdiVISion where the public body wou ld nonnall y meet if they were not holding an electronic 
meeting; 

(d) provide space and facilities at the anchor locati on so that interested persons and the pub lic may attend 
and monitor the open portions of the meeting; and 

(c) if comments from the public will be accepted during the electronic meeting, provide space and facilities 
at the anchor location so that interested persons and the public may attend , monitor, and participate in the open 
portions of the meeting. 

(4) Compli ance with the provisions ofthi s section by a publi c body constitutes full and compl ete compli ance 
by the public body with the corresponding provisions of Sections 52-4-201 and 52-4-202. 

Amended by Chapter 45, 2007 General Session 

52-4-208. Chance or social meetin gs. 
( I) This chapter does not apply to any chance meeting or a soc ial meeting. 
(2) A chance meeting or socia l meeting may not be used to circum vent the provis ions of thi s chapter. 

Enacted by Chapter 14, 2006 Genera l Session 

52-4-301. Disruption of meetings. 
This chapter does not prohibit the remova l of any person from a meeting, if the person willfull y di srupts the 

meeting to the extent that orderly conduct is seriously compro mised. 

Enacted by Chapter 14, 2006 General Session 

52-4-302. Suit to void fin al action -- Limitation -- Exceptions. 
(I) (a) Any final action taken in violation of Secti on 52-4-201 , 52-4-202 , or 52-4-207 is vo idable by a court 

of competent j uri sd icti on . 
(b) A court may not void a final action taken by a public body for failure to comply with the posting written 

notice requirements under Subsection 52-4-202(3)(a)( i)(B) if: 
(i) the posting is made for a meeting that is held before April I, 2009 ; or 
(ii ) (A) the public body otherwise complies with the provisions of Section 52-4-202; and 
(B) the failure was a result of unforeseen Internet hosting or communication technology failure. 
(2) Except as provided under Subsection (3) , a suit to vo id fin al ac tion shall be commenced within 90 days 

after the date of the act ion. 
(3) A suit to vo id fin al ac ti on concerning the issuance of bonds, notes, or other ev idences of indebtednc 

sha ll be commenced within 30 days after the date of the action. 

Amended by Chapter 234, 2008 General Sess ion 

52-4-303. Enforcement of chapter-- Su it to compel compliance. 
(I) The attorney general and county attorneys of the state shall enforce this chapter. 
(2) The attorney genera l shall , on at least a yearl y bas is, provide notice to all public bodies that are subj ect to 

this chapter of any materia l changes to the requirements for the conduct of meetings under thi s chapter. 
(3) A person denied any right under this chapter may commence suit in a co urt of competent jurisdiction to: 
(a) compel compl iance with or enj oin vio lations of this chapter; or 
(b) determine the chapter's app licabi lity to discussions or deci sions of a public body. 
(4) The co u11 may award reasonab le attorney fees and court costs to a successful plaintiff. 



Renumbered and Amended by Chapter 14, 2006 General Session 
Amended by Chapter 263 , 2006 General Session 

52-4-304. Action challenging closed meeting. 

I 

" 

( 1) otwithstanding the procedure established under Subsection 63G-2-202(7) , in any action brought under 
the authority of thi s chapter to challenge the legality of a closed meeting held by a public body, the court shall : 

(a) review the recording or written minutes of the closed meeting in camera ; and 
(b) decide the lega li ty of the closed meeting. 
(2) (a) If the judge determines that the public body did not violate Section 52-4-204 , 52-4-205 , or 52-4-

206 regarding closed meeting , the judge sha ll dismiss the case wi thou t disclosing or revealing any in forma tion 
from the recording or minutes of the closed meeting. 

(b) lf the judge detem1ines that the public body violated Section 52-4-204 , 52-4-205 , or 52-4-206 regarding 
closed meetings, the judge sha ll publicly disclose or reveal from the recording or minutes of the closed meeting 
all in formation about the portion of the meeting that was il legally clo ed. 

Amended by Chapter 382, 2008 General Session 

52-4-305. Criminal pena lty for closed meeting violation . 
In addit ion to any other penalty under this chapter, a member of a public body who knowingly or 

intentionally violates or who knowingly or intentionally abets or advises a violation of any of the closed 
meeting provisions ofthis chapter is guilty of a class 8 misdemeanor. 

Enacted by Chapter 263, 2006 General Session 


