Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting 1875 I Street, NW, Suite 500 Washington, DC 20006

June §, 2016
Dear Dr. Schaecher:

Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting (DAFOH) represents a group of concerned medical
professionals and academics who are committed to raising awareness about unethical, forced
organ procurement practices. Among our members are residents of Utah who have volunteered
their time and effort to educate the public and the medical community about these severe
violations of medical ethics. We write because we believe the information we provide below is
relevant to the state of Utah in at least two aspects: transplant patient protection and medical
training.

There is credible evidence showing that for more than 15 years, China has been deliberately
killing prisoners of conscience to harvest and sell their organs, leading to a lucrative transplant
business. China ofﬁc1ally admitted that of the 10,000 transplants performed annually at state-
run hospitals, 60-90% use organs procured from executed prisoners; however, China has never
acknowledged that a large amount of organs were procured from prisoners of conscience
detained for their spiritual beliefs, ethnicity or pohtlcal views. In 2015 China claimed that
more than 2,700 people have donated their organs through the organ donation system
established in 2013 and run by the Red Cross Society of China. However, the donation system
is mainly based on financial incentives, a practice that is banned by WHO Guiding Principles.
This is only one aspect why the voluntary organ donation programs cannot be compared with
those in the United States and Europe that are based on altruistic organ donation.

Although China has admitted to organ procurement from executed prisoners, a practice
condemned by international standards, and has pledged several times to end the practice, it has
never followed through. Investigators know that the practice started at least two decades ago
with the Uighur ethnic group and then moved to the Falun Gong, a meditation practice based
on traditional Buddhist values whose followers constitutes the largest group of victims due to a
large-scale nationwide persecution. Christians and Tibetans constitute other major victim

groups.

Evidence for this unprecedented source of organs, documented in Bloody Harvest by former
Canadian Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific) David Kilgour and international human rights
lawyer David Matas, State Organs by David Matas and Dr. Torsten Trey and the recently
published The Slaughter by Ethan Gutmann provide further information on these atrocities.

Evéry year' thousands 6f well-to-do people from around the world flock to get transpiants"iri

China. These patients might unknowingly become accessories to an unethical practice that
ought to be described as killing for organs. In 2009 Spain passed a law;; whxch makes the:
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obtainment of a Chinese transplant a criminal offense for its citizens, and other countries are
currently working on similar legislation. In addition, U.S. states such as Illinois and
Pennsylvania have passed resolutions to raise awareness among their citizens.

The Chinese transplant industry may be connected to our state in another, and perhaps more
serious, way because hospitals and medical colleges in several states in the U.S. are training
Chinese transplant surgeons—oftentimes in less obvious short-term observerships—who then
return to China to apply their newly acquired knowledge for these surgeries. While medical
training is desirable, the potential risk that trained doctors return to China and participate in -
harvesting organs from non-consenting prisoners of conscience would be a disaster for the
medical profession and requires our attention.

We are writing to inform you of this unprecedented transplant abuse and in the hope that your
group will address this situation within the limits of your authority.

Please contact us if you have questions or would like further information. Our local Utah
members would greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and discuss ways to help
address this urgent problem.

Sincerely;
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Torsten Trey, M.D., Ph.D. , G. Weldon Gilcrease 111, MD
Executive Director, DAFOH , GI Oncology Division
Email: Torsten. Trey@dafoh.org University of Utah
Phone: 202-510-3894 Salt Lake City, UT 84112

Email: Glenn.Gilcrease@hci.utah.edu
Phone: 801-213-4328




