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May 4, 2016 

Mr. Larry Marx 

JOINT COMMISSION 
ON NATIONAL 
DENTAL EXAMINATIONS 

Board Administrator/Executive Director 
Utah Board of Dentists and Dental Hygienists 
P.O. Box 146741 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6741 

Dear Mr. Marx: 

The Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations ("Joint Commission") appreciates the ()pportunity to assist your dental 
board by providing information concerning the cognitive skills of dental and dental hygiene candidates seeking licensure in your 
jurisdiction. In our continuing efforts to improve the quality, accuracy, and clinical relevance of information we provide, the Joint 
Commission is pleased to provide additional details concerning our efforts to introduce the Integrated National Board Dental 
Examination (INBDE), and share details concerning how and when implementation will occur. 

The INBDE is a next generation assessment that will integrate the biomedical, behavioral, and clinical sciences, to provide dental 
boards with a summative evaluation concerning whether dental licensure candidates possess the level of cognitive skills necessary to 
safely practice dentistry. The Joint Commission anticipates the INBDE will be available for administration on Aug~st 1, 2020, 
with full replacement of theN ational Board Dental Examination (NBDE) scheduled to occur by August 1, 2022. This letter 
serves as the official "four years' notice" the Joint Commission indicated it would provide to stakeholders and communities of 
interest, concerning these important events. 

In anticipation ofthe release of the INBDE and the discontinuation of Parts I and II, the Joint Commission recommends your dental 
board .undertake the following activities to learn about the INBDE and prepare to use it in licensure decision making: 

• Review and monitor INBDE information on the Joint Commission's website (www.ada.org/JCNDE/INBDE). 
• Attend the National Dental Examiners' Advisory Fomm (NDEAF) annually. 
• Review INBDE validity evidence and the results of field testing as these studies occur. 
• Prepare to receive INBDE results on the first day of its availability. 
• Consider whether any modifications to practice acts, mles, policies, or procedures will be required. 
• Prepare to accept candidates who have successfully completed the National Boards. This could occur under either of the 

following sequences: 1) INBDE or 2) NBDE Parts I and II. 
• Communicate information concerning the acceptability of the INBDE to fi.tture licensure candidates. 

The Joint Commission recommends your dental board begin working with these considerations now, to ensure your board is 
prepared for the upcoming changes. Details concerning the INBDE implementation plan are enclosed. Dates appearing in the 
plan represent a best-case scenario and are subject to change. The Joint Commission's website contains additional background 
information concerning the INBDE, as well as information concerning communications and presentations on this topic to dental 
boards and communities of interest since 2010. 

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this important matter. If you have any questions, please contact the Joint 
Commission (nbexams@ada.org) and we will be happy to assist. 

Sincerely, 

c/--J It'~- p,M F) 

Dr. Luis J. Fujimoto 
Chair, Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations 
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211 East Chicago Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60611-2637 
Main 800.232.1694 Fax 312.587.4105 ADA.org/JCNDE 
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PRT: March 2016 

Note:: This i~plementation plan.,comniunicatesthebest'tase scenario. Dates-presented should be interpreted as "no sOoner than." 
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' . . . ., .. ..::-··. . -· .• - -. . . ··-'·'· ·,·· ·: . ·. .. . ·~ '-. . . . ." '· .. ,_ ... '.'· 

a ··-·on'Aug'l.lst··f'20t8.the'·jotl1fCotYfrnission inte'nd~f'tcrp·rovide stakehcWders and ' . ' . 

CC?mm.u.~iti~sof inter7stwith.qoti~e of IN~D~ irr1plementation and NBDE 

: ........... )'·'Ehe·{j~tes•when.NB[}E Parthpn~ N BIDE B~rt ll~ill·~.e.dlscontlnljea:.•··· .. · · ... • ·· ·. 

·- ,.·· -·. ·-. . . >:· ".- . . .· .:•_ ·_..,_'·_ -~ .. -._·;. --. :: ,.;:_.-::- -~-~..-. -- . 
: •. :-~-~_:·.~·-, ·. ' .. · -.>.· ·-· ., . - .. .--- - -· . '... . .· -,·.: ...... ·- ,. -- .: :.~;.,:~::;~-- ··. _·:.<:·::···:,> .. :_---~~_:_: . 

2020. 

Twoi years after NBDE Part I is discontinued, ~~DE F>~rtiL.will be cliscontinwed 
(approx. July 31, 2022). No Partll qdminf~t_r9tigp~·'£'{(1tO,'cC'ur>after this date. 

; ,. . :·· .. -._. < .-_:_ .. _.: __ .··;·' . ; · .... ,. 

Notification ofJN13.CJE.:Jmpl,:§rpE?IJJ9ti·qn··c:tnd-:JNBOE discontinuation is contingent upon 
suc6essfwlcdmpletioh';;of-thesfNl3DE··FieldTesting Program (not depicted in the 

· · 'prededirig'diagram). · · .. 

·- .;_:;?-§jhJile~~t92In?tX;I~;?q¢:_p_~ft2ll,;~l~~~~~-~~spJt7::vVi:1Ep-~-~~P?:~~~:-c(s:'tJ::>a~s/R.~_iE~':·-- __ .... ·. · -···_>··.·_ .. ·::c:~ 



---~-~------ ~----------~-·----- -- ----·----- ----------·---

In considering the dates provided, please note the following: 

- Th~ pl~n as_pr~$e[ltE?d pomrnuniq,§ltes th~ ''t?..est pase scenario." 

- ih~ qat~~ ·p~ovrctf;lcj rn~y·be. d~1~Y~d it difficulties ~re encountered. 
~QY\f@v~:r,'th~):l~te,S.Y\(iU,r]Qt IJf;l )TJQVf;l(j up" (e,,g., NBQE Part I will be 

. dis'tdhtidued no.sqonerth~ln AtJg~ust ~1' ~62..P).· .. ·.· ·.... . . .. . . 
- Th~ JQip~ ~QXJJiBi~~IoD~·t~~erVeS the right to mak~changes to the 

tilan afariy'tfrne and cis'ne:eded, in keeping with the Joint ' 
Cdmrn issi 0 tl;S ·rillssi bh 'a.nH' 'purpose. 

- Ady'§rgnific~A~t· chang·es to 'this plan 'will' be published as soon as 
ihfOrmatioh becomes available. 

- rh:~. final>slicierln :the current presentation will provide a log of 
changes made. 

------------------ -----



@ Information concerning the INBDE is available via the Joint Commission's 
website (www.ada.org/JCNDE/INBDE). 

Q The following information is currently available and is updated as changes 

- bdrh~ih'tW deritist~y!CiHcfg~neral_ validity ·evideflce--­

Prelimiri~r)l testsp~~it(~~tibns- ;, 

- Pr~l;imin~ry_ s?'m,ple q'~e~tions. _-- _______ - -__ _ __ _ . : ---_ __ _ 
• The followi~9 irlforJTl~ti?n INm bf}postep as sOon .as it becomes ~vailable: 

- ~~~~~~~~f~~t~~t~~~~si@n$(a~ticiP.~ted.on~. ~e~r.in ... a.Qvance •. of.initial 

- te2hqi~~~ r~po~t(?f-proyidi69. detaiiE3d iriforrpationconc~rning validity. 



--------------- --- ---- ---- ---- ------- --------------- --- --- ...____ _____ -----~--

•. 

• INBDE eligibility rules for students of U.S. dental schools accredited 
by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA). 

·· ->::::rhese-~rulesaretdetermined by each dental school. 

e AcJd-itiOriaf:sChdoF'fequire'me'nts}c()'ricerhi nQftneHN_BD:E :( e:.'g~, lih king 
s u.ccessful ~.eormpl etio n ,bfthe-.IN B.D E;: to grad taati on.· requirements). 

' . 

"' Writte·n,examinati.on requirements for each state. 

- Theserequire.ments are determined by each state dental board . 

. , . : 

... ·. : ·, . '· . ..~ .. ' 

_ .... ------- --- -- - ---------------



e The requirements of key stakeholders and communities of. 
interest were carefully considered in developing the 
implementation plan. 
- State~;Derilat<Boards ··-. 

-~ .Dental:SGheeJs 

- US Dental Licensure Candidates 

® The f<:Yilewinrgtslicies·:'eindicate speei.fic consicleratidns involving 
the,··a~oremention.ed-.~ gr;oups, :as:,weU .as~:reeommehded ·actions. 

® Th€ljcon;sieefatiori·s••:•iniC:fieated·-·shot11tf'NGT;_fje§reg·ard.ed as 
comprehensive of all of the INBDE-related _interests of the 
afonerflenti'onecJ: g rE>u~s: ·-. _· 

. . ., .. 
. .. - ' 

-, _;..t,. 



----- ----------------- ------ ---------

and update -- 1dity i 
website as it becomes available. 

- ·- '.Comrnunicat~N:SlJidity,-infQfOlg~iQ_Q~9Q',~nqualbasis 
Provide suificientti~e for stat~ dentafbo~rds to at National Dentc:tl Examiners' Advisory Forum • 

incorporate~!be':INSDE:into)icensJ,Jr:~Jcf~Pision;;. : - (NDEAF).-
making and communicate its acceptability to 

• 

• 

• 

·-

future licens-l:.lre''cc:fndidates.· --- ; ---
- -

Provide-sufficf~Y1fHme tdrstkte d~htal-boards to 
prepar~(tP(r~cejyeJ NB[:)Ere"syJt,s>pn;day-one of-
a\/?i_lablli!~- _ _ _ _ __ ______ --------

Consider w-h~fhek an;Y'modific~hons to 'practid~­
acts, rules, ,poJicies, or procedures will be 
required. 

Provide sufficienJ time for state cJent~llbogrds to 
accept both-~~~~~--$~~ru~n9~s:_i:c···---: --- ---- >')<-'·----

~~ ~3g~~~~~~r1arc ·· < · 

------- ---~----- -------- --------

• Release details of implementation plan in 2016, 
.and provide th~Jol_lowing notific;?tions: 

< :- ••• •• -·- - /• -

• INBDE firs{ administration possible as soon 
-•as-2020.-

• NBDE Part I final administration possible in 
---2020. 

• NBDE Part II final administration possible in 
2022. 

• Provide notice in 2016 ofJCNDE plans for 
indicating the official name of the INBDE and how 

_ results_wiU b,EL.C~PQrt.ed.,ClJrrentdJ$.qJs~ions 
- -- • ro~ip_~t~}t1e-~CNQ~_:i§~.!i~ei'XJ6-~p;~o9iat~•the 

-'flame "NBDEi' witnthe'-INBDE,t6'easethe 
transitia.n with .regard to state rules and practice ' ·. . . ~ . 

acts. 



• Understand the INBDE and keep apprised9tnew QE3Y~Ippment~ .... 
' :. ., ·.: ~. f- ·: . . . c .. ~ ••. ' • .' • . . : -

· ·. ·.·.····.·-~· .R~V:iewinfdrmation concerning the I N(3Q~·qri·th~_Jqlnt~gC>n161i.~si()ri'swebsite 
. •. (vv\Nw. ada .org/ JC N DEll N 8 DE)' and at!~bd'ttli{' N~iioDai_'Den~ta I.Exc:u)l'i ners I 

.·. /\gyi$brsfFgr~df.(NPE.AF) c:iQfH:JaUy. . . . .· . .. . . . . .. 
: ~- ·' ·: .•. ,.; .::-:: : . : ; ·., - -~ '; : . . . ~ . . ··> : . . :: .. ::.._ :· . - -· . '- ·: 

• Review INBDE validity evidence and ther~sults.offield te·stirtg as these •studi-es 
· OGCl1r. 

:~ ·rvr~·,n;liorihe'website to un,derstand and prepa~e for any changes as they occur. 

; .. •: .• PrePc:lf~;to.us~.the JN.SDEJn:Jicgnsure decision::.making. 
- " ;: . .. ·~·-

-'··· 

.· • : Cbfl~icler ~t"leth'~ranY modifications tp praytiF~ act~,rui~Sr: policie~, or 
proceduresvvill be required. 

;· .. ::~:- .. -.. ~-- -- -···-<> ·· .. >~--;: .:~:·<~-:- ~- }" .. ' 

· :: ..••..... :•,Rrepa[~'tpu;~c~ived_NBBEresults on dayorte of availability . 
. -··.: :·-· ~-__ ., 

• . Prepare tOaccept candidates who hav~.succes§fu11¥.cpmple.te.c:t:the .. N.ational 
· .,. Boards. This could occur under either of the following sequences: 1) INBDE or 

' . ,'~.t_)\·~:~QE"P.§rls F;apd'I'L . . _ . .·. ' - : 

·-~~-)! -~-- . . . • r :·· • ••• ;J/ ... ·z.: .. ;::.:-: ... ··>:· _;:;;.':t·:·-•. ::_.;.,·:~; .... ·:·.;:,···;;:·:_: ... :- . -·-. • :· ...... _ .,,;, .. .-:~ :) '·}_:· -:~ _ ... -. :.:...~~;~:~· ~ .; _ ....... ::<;-::f>~:·:_. ..... ~~~- -~··>L:·: :··:- ... _;:;: .-·:-.::·" -· ·.:·:c_ .. ~--·-:!_:..:~.i····'· . ->- .... -: .... - -- ~-- "· . '>·..;_:.·,, .·,' .:-'::-~-- ·<: .-- .. ··: ·.:: ,;_.,... .. : .... ~.. . --· ::-.-· .. ·. -·: -._ ... _.-., -. 

~ ~-~·~~~~~~~~~~ 



- -~-------------- -----
·-~-- -- -- - --- ---- --- ---- ----------- ---- -------------

·-

Prov1 es ·. e .. timefof'lJ. ental 
schools to adjust curricula and prepare 
students fer the,:tNBDEr(als·o~consTstenl. ·· 
with current GQQA regt:Jj,f@[l~ntst_ 

,-:-.,.:;:. ., . ..· <· .. ' .: :;.c~' ~~~ ::.· ~·; ': ~ ... •.-. .. ' ,. ~· 

• Provide sufficient timeJor U.S. dental 
schools tb:i~aJu~f'c~i2~~Jerhid'~9ofi'cy fbf "· .. 
incoming ~tuge.QJ§Lfc~9.9~9ing eligibility to 
sit for Nc:itidnai-BoardJ::-Xarninations .. -

;~;~:~.:; ........ :. . - . , .. ~ . . . .. . .. . . .. ··- . - .. . - .. 

• .Proviqe.:sufUcient-.timetfor.lJ ;S:·dental 
sch'obls to·ad}u~t ~caderni·c; pollcy.for 
incomin~r:students·reg-arding·.·schboP ; -·· 
utilizationofNB9E Part I and II results 
(e.g.' as.'pr~req'Ui~Jt~-~ foti~tua~nt§fo··: . 
continUEfthe.irstpdieS'Of:C!S:a gnaq[Jafion" 

----------------

·· • . INB-DEfirst administration possible as 
soon as 2020. 

• ·NBDE~P§rt f finaradmirii~tration 
ppssibJe irJ ~()~0. ,c·. . 

• NBDE Part II ·final administration 
possible in 2022. 

• -: Post INBDEpreliminarysample'questions 
; publicly in 2016. 

• Proyig~ IN1;3_D~ practic~Jest. g~~sJionsone 
yea-rbeforeriNBDEinltial'administration. 

• 'Ptovidec updates; On the'H\i8DE:8'nn~ually at . 
. ... ,.tt1.~ .. /}Pf,::A90'lf~r~~c~·.aods~b~~_guently post 
' . e;r)[es~n!ati9rys.ooli~~~-.... .. . ' '- .·.' 

-- ------ ---



•· ·. 'Understahd'thEVI NBEJE:and keep>appris'ed 6f'new developm·ents . 

. :::Restiew ·inf6rmatioli cbricerriing the I NBQE pJ1)he)qipt (:;prpmissioh's webs it~ 
.(www.ada;org/JONDE/I'NBDE);and att~.od'A\pE/;\.~~~~tori.s 9n.th~ IN~DE .. 

. . . . ·. '! .- .: . ·-. . · .. · .... .• . ' 

• ::·R~Yf~W.fNaJ)f;·vall~)fy~'~v}d~·bce a'nd treld'f~~tidg·r~sults·aStHe§e;~tl.Jdies ·occwr . 
. '. .-.. ; :-:.:~ ... :_ 

··· ::•····.··'M0riitor:tnewebsrte~:t6"lihderstand and preP.Cir~fgr'~flycfr?6ge~; as:tfley·qccur. 
.. , __ .... --·· .--.-- ·:" 

·"·· ·Pr~pare.:~yotJr; . .s~hooj .. anq.~tJcteots:for the INE39E: 

· . ,. , .~~Y:t~'NvCinP·r~y1§f3 .. GhJf~t~J;!JFl to prepare·students;fck'the INBDE' ahdtheupdated 
.·~:··.·· .. ~QD.t\'·.!Stanctar9~b.:: · ,.,. 

• I§;~Yf~W'~ta'4~'R]i'~'P6fi2ffofrncom i ng studer;tts qild rev i.S~ as ne~d~d don cern i n9: 

• student eligibility tp sit for National Bo~t~fDE?flt~J E~aminations: 
' - ' . ~-~: -~-- /·;. ') :~ .. /i).··~ .. ':·:_:'~· _;. ·.·.· - .... : :. -.. ;.> -:: : .. >~· .-- ,. :·. 

· , .. ;schoQLl.JtiJitation·of;NB.DE P<;:1rt 1 and lr··resdlts'. ··.· 
---:· ..... ,_.·.·: .. ·. 



--------------------------------------------- -------------------- ·-- --------- --------------------------

• 

• 

• 

reasonable opp0~unity to dern?nstrate _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ 
competence witH respecf'tb'ille'knc5wre8ge::an:d. -
skills required_J9.r li_c_~nsure C1n9 rne?SlJf§d_by a 
written examihalioh: -.... ·. 

Provide reasonabletinie :and sufficient notice so 
candidates cah~plari·;ahead'and'takeactiori lo : 
avoid being "caught between examination 
programsif-?(e.:9~Apr~'Warrn9JorParts<r:ahd II but-·-·­
thenfindidg;tllemselves'forcedtosnifttothe·• · 
INBDE). 

-~ ; -.. ,-

Provide sufficient time for candidates to 
understa'r)d:retestirig ·polieies;coricerning the 
INBDE and Parts I and II during_-the transition 
period, scfdandidates.can plan·andmaki:r .· ·. __ 
decision~.ac;§orcjipgly .. 

ProvideJe:stspecifications;and·practice• • · 
materials so candidates can prepare for the 
INBDEana-knoirwhat-types ofquestionsto 

ect. 

....... ____ -------------

Part II js discontinued. 
··-... 

• ·Release details of implementation plan in 2016, 
ahd providerthe·following notifications: 

• INBDE first administration possible as 

__ SOOQfl~-3Q2_Q.. _ •--> 0 , • _ 

• NBDE Part I final administr:;:ition possible 
-in 2020 .. -- . _. . 

-• NB[)E .• P~rt U fidC11 adrninis_tra!ion possible 
in '2022. 

• ------Provide practice test questions one year before 
initiaiiNBDE administration, and post INBDE 
preliminary sample questions publicly ih 2016. 

• Provide notice:in2018 concerning INBDE retest 
policy, and coordinate INBDE retest policy with 
NBDE retest policy. 



• ,;;,l:..Jnderstandthe~;INBDE·andkeep apprised of new developments. 

· · ... Review<information::concerning the INBDE on the Joint Commission's website 
(www.ada.org/JCNDE/INBDE). 

' :· . . ... -· ·.,. . . . .: .. · .. ~~ .· ·~· -;; 

: ; • RevieY\f-H\J"~:~Et~st~~~pifidations and practice questions·~ 
: .. :.~~; ---;: -~:; -.;_ ·:_. _; 

... , Monitorthe ·website>to-tinderstand and prepareforanychangesastheyoccuL 

• Pr.epare for the National Board Examinations; ·-···. 

' . . . . 

.. -. :., .. LQetermine';which<examination'track to pursue (NB~PE,PartsJ aod .II or the INBDE) in 
, ·coosdlf~tibh:wifh'tne most~·rE3'ceritl NBDE impf€3rl1enh~hiOn plan ·and: · · · 

--.·: ,, > ~ .,.,·.: .. - :· -_:.:~_:/: -· . :-'. ·--. . . . . 

<'-·· ,. -··:ydti(dentakschooHits:·requirements, and_ybDrprqgress'in me~ting those .. 
·· · · ·re'qOirem'ents.· · - · 

· :-· -:'th·e'~_qeqtC)I bQqfd~ __qf~.t?t~s wh~re you intendto·apply·forlicensure. 
; >7~;-, :".> .. ): ... /:-.~; .-.-~-_-:::· -·::=::>;::: :.' ---~_·:::··; ---~-:/:':·.· :_-_:····"·<· ·<" ;;,_::·:.·:..:· ~:·_:··. : ' - _:~-~~- ··:· . ····:·;·· .· .. ·,·' . :; ... , ··· .. __ :: ... 
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