
MINUTES 


UTAH 

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST 


LICENSING BOARD MEETING 


December 11,2015 


Room 475, 4th Floor - 8:30 A.M. 

Heber Wells Building 


Salt Lake City, UT 84111 


Rule Hearing: R156-60b Marriage and Family Therapy Licensing Act Rule 

CONVENED: 9:10 A.M. ADJOURNED: 12:30 P.M. 

Bureau Manager: Dane Ishihara 
Board Secretary: Lee Avery 

Board Members Present: Scot M. Allgood, Ph.D., Chairperson 
Elaine Reintjes 
Alan Springer, Ph.D. 
Veon G. Smith, DSW, ?Chairperson 
Adam Munk, Ph.D. 

DOPL Staff Present: Ron Kunzler, Attorney General's Office 
Dan Briggs, Investigations Supervisor 

Guests: Ben Erwin 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 

MINUTES: The Board reviewed the minutes dated September 11, 
2015. Dr. Munk made a motion to approve the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Dr. Springer 
and carried unanimously 

The Board reviewed the minutes dated October 15, 
2015. Dr. Munk made a motion to approve the 
minutes. The motion was seconded by Ms. Reintjes 
and carried unanimously 

COMPLIANCE REPORT Ms. Higgs reviewed the following probation report. 
Ms. Higgs, Probation Specialist 

1. Ms. Moon submitted a supervisor report from 
September. She submitted an addendum to her essay. 
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2. Ms. Debra Washburn submitted her self-evaluations 
for September and December. She submitted her 
essay. 

Discussion: 
She has completed all areas of the stipulation. If she is 
still in compliance, the Board may be willing to 
consider early termination. 

3. Mr. Denim Slade submitted a quarterly supervisor 
report for December. He submitted a letter requesting 
early termination and the letter addressed to the victim 
as the Board requested. He submitted a letter of 
support for early termination from his supervisor. 

APPOINTMENTS: 
Ms. Shelley K. Sachs, Informal Agency Action 	 Ms. Sachs met with the Board. Mr. Kunzler, Assistant 

Attorney General reviewed the procedure for an 
informal hearing. Mr. Kunzler advised the Board that 
Ms. Sachs pled guilty in 2015 to seven counts of 
attempted forgery, regarding conduct that took place in 
2012. She forged the signature of the mother ofa 14 
year old rape victim, she was providing counseling 
services too. She also forged the 14 year old's 
signature. She was placed on probation for eighteen 
months and fined. Her actions violate the statues of 
unprofessional conduct. 
Ms. Sachs reviewed her education and work history 
with the Board. Ms. Sachs stated she takes 
responsibility for her actions and has done many 
things regarding her personal growth. She made 
changes in her practice, including keeping all records 
and billing online. Currently she shares office space 
with two other therapists. Ms. Sachs stated she is not 
sure how this process has affected the 14 year old 
victim. The Board reviewed the letter Ms. Sachs 
wrote to the Board. 
Mr. Ishihara noted that the Board may recommend the 
following: 

1. 	 No additional sanctions; 
2. 	 Issue a probationary license with requirements; 
3. 	 A public reprimand with requirements, Le. 

additional CEs and essay; 
4. 	 Revoke Ms. Sach's license. 
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Ms. Debbie Moon. probation interview 

At II :45 A.M. Dr. Springer made a motion to close 
the Board meeting to discuss Ms. Sach' s Informal 
Agency Action. Dr. Munk seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
The Board meeting opened at 12:47 P.M. and 
Dr. Springer made a motion to recommend the 
following two options to Ms. Sachs. 
Option #1: 

1. 	 Probation for a period of time to be determined 
by the Division and include the following 
conditions: 
a. 	 Supervision by a PhD or a licensed MFT 

with advance level ethics experience. One 
hour of supervision a week, more if she is 
seeing more than fifteen clients. 

b. 	 Supervision is to focus on functional, fee 
setting in respect to clients as well as 
clinical. 

c. 	 Supervision is to include the impact her 
actions had on the victim. 

d. 	 Supervisor randomly selects cases to 
reVIew. 

e. 	 She obtains therapy at the supervisor or 
Boards recommendation. 

f. 	 Supervision and therapy reports are 
submitted to the Division. 

g. 	 She complete a thinking errors class 
h. She complete additional CEs. 

Option #2: 
Her license be revoked for two years. When she 
reapplies she will need to submit evidence showing 
she has been actively engaged in resolving the issues 
that brought her before the Board. 

The motion was amended to require the Board pre 
approve her supervisor and the supervisor be an 
AMFT approved supervisor. Dr. Munk seconded the 
motion and the amended motion. Both motions 
carried unanimously. 

Ms. Moon met with the Board. Dr. Munk conducted 
the interview. The Board reviewed the addendum to 
the essay Ms. Moon submitted. The Board would like 
Ms. Moon to do another addendum to include 
specifically how she is presenting credentials to the 
public. Ms. Moon was advised that the Division has 
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Ms. Debra Washburn, probation interview 

Mr. David Day, AMFT extern application 
review 

Mr. Denim Slade, probation interview 

not received her current supervisors report. The last 

one received is from September. Mr. Erwin stated he 

will resend. He stated he has made some site visits to 

Ms. Moon's office. Her office and signs are clear and 

professional. He reviews her documents and client 

charts. He reviews all of her files and has not found 

anything misleading. Ms. Moon asked the Board if 

her supervisor meetings could be moved from weekly 

to monthly. Mr. Erwin stated he feels comfortable 

with this. Dr. Springer made a motion to move Ms. 

Moon's supervision to once a month. Ms. Reintjes 

seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

The Board asked to see Ms. Moon March 11, 2016. 

Ms. Moon is in compliance with her stipulation. 


Ms. Washburn met with the Board. Dr. Springer 

conducted the interview. Ms. Washburn briefly 

reviewed her violations with the Board. Ms. 

Washburn stated she has learned a lot since she first 

met with the Board. The Board noted that she has 

completed half of her probation term and she 

consistently been in compliance with her stipulation. 

The Board is considering early termination ofher 

probation. Dr. Springer made a motion to release Ms. 

Washburn from probation. Dr. Munk seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Mr. Day withdrew his application and will not be 

meeting with the Board. 


Dr. Slade met with the Board. Dr. Smith conducted 

the interview via telephone. The Board noted Mr. 

Slade's probation term is July 22,2013 to July 22, 

2017. The Board reviewed his letter requesting early 

termination, his supervisor's letter supporting his 

request for early termination and his letter to the 

victims. 

The Board clarified Dr. Slade's interaction with Dr. 

Allgood regarding his violations and reporting them to 

the Division. 


The Board expressed concern that Dr. Slade has not 

been open and forthcoming with the Board with the 

following concerns: 


1. The Board received a letter from another 
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couple regarding boundaries he crossed when 
he was providing therapy services to them, 
when he was living and working in Texas. He 
advised the female victim that he received a 
revelation from God that she was going to be 
his wife. He failed to inform the Board about 
this incident. 

2. 	 The Division received a letter from the client in 
Utah, who continues to express concern about 
his probation status and the emails he sent 
them accusing them of setting up a website 
stating that he is a therapist in St. George who 
has sex with his clients. He had no proof they 
established the website. 

3. 	 The Board expressed concern that Dr. Slade 
provided therapy to a psychologist whose 
professional license is also on probation for 
boundary violations. He did not advise the 
Board he was providing therapy to her and he 
failed to notify the psychologist that his 
professional license is also on probation with 
the Division. 

4. 	 He met with the DOPL investigator the day 
before meeting with Board in September and 
failed to advise the Board of this meeting. 

The Board asked Dr. Slade if he has discussed these 
incidents with his supervisor. He stated that he has 
not. 
Dr. Smith made a motion to continue probation and 
reconsider his request for early termination at the 
March 11, 2016 Board meeting, after receiving 
documentation from Dr. Slade's supervisor indicating 
they have addressed the above incidents in his 
supervision. Ms. Reintjes amended the above motion 
to include that he search his past, and if there are any 
other such incidents, he needs to advise the Board. Dr. 
Munk seconded the motion and amendment. The 
motion and amendment carried unanimously. The 
Board would like to physically meet with Dr. Slade on 
March 11,2016. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
No discussion items at this time. 

NEXT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR: March 11,2016 
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2016 Board meeting tentatively scheduled: 
March 11, June 10, September 9, December 9 

ADJOURN: The Board adjourned at 12:30 P.M. 

Note: These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript but are intended to record the significant features ofthe 
business conducted in this meeting. Discussed items are not necessarily shown in the chronological order they occurred 
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Licensing Board 


