SALT LAKE CITY SISTER CITIES ORGANIZATION BOARD
OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, October 1, 2015
5:00 – 6:00 pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]East Millcreek Library
2250 E. Evergreen Avenue 
Salt Lake City, UT 84109

The meeting called to order by Karen Wiley, Chairperson, at 5:35 p.m.
Those present were Karen Wiley, Jinger LaGuardia, Jeanette Misaka, Nicole Gallo, Rosemary Holt and Jorge Arce-Larreta.  Margaret Yee and Olga Efimova were excused. 
Karen Wiley introduced our guest, Mr. Kevin Kavanagh.  He represented the Thurles, Ireland Sister City.
There were no public comments.
Scott Heiner (?) of Morgan, Utah has inquired about how one establishes a sister city.  Jinger LaGuardia has sent him information.  However, the City Council is not accepting any new Sister Cities at this time.
The World Trade Organization mentioned our Sister Cities in its last newsletter.  The Global Chamber news had a picture of Jinger LaGuardia, the Governor at their event in September.  Jinger LaGuardia set up a Sister Cities table at the recent Global Chamber event at the Salt Palace. Her presence and efforts gave the Sister Cities committee the visibility we need in our community/state.
A discussion about the SLC airport expansion was discussed.  A suggestion was made to request that a welcome sign from the Sister Cities of Utah be placed somewhere in the new airport building.  Jinger will follow through with the appropriate state representative and/or the Airport Board chairperson.
Michael Kavanagh reported on his last visit to Ireland.  He stated that he gathered various items representing Salt Lake City to take on his trip as gifts.  He received the items from the Police Department, Mayor’s office and City Convention Bureau.  He was unable to meet with the mayor and other dignitaries of Thurles, but left the gifts he had collected at their offices. It seems they have changed their government system.  Now the mayor serves county wide instead of city wide.  This change may cause a dissolution of the Thurles as a sister city. The question was posed as to whether or not there is a retirement or inactive status for sister cities.  Jinger stated that Sister Cities International has a dissolution statement in its constitution and bylaws.  Karen Wiley will follow up on this matter for the next meeting.
  
  
Sister City reports were given:
Chernivtsi, Ukraine:  Rosemary Holt reported on the condition in Chernivtsi.  There is a lot of corruption in Ukraine and things remain status quo. Karen Wiley said she wrote a letter to the Mayor of Chernivtsi inviting him to visit Salt Lake City.
Torino, Italy:  Nicole Gallo reported that she had no report regarding the intern students from Italy. Concern was expressed that the Mayor’s office does not seem to be very interested in or responsive to the Sister Cities inquiries.  
It was noted that Brian Fullmer is the contact person for getting a room reserved for meetings.
Matsumoto, Japan:  Jeanette Misaka reported that she attended the International Garden event on September 25, 2015.  The Japanese garden was represented by the Okinawan Dancers.  She felt that this event may be a good place for our sister cities to have booths next year.  She also reported that JoAnn Wong conducted a Matsumoto kite-making workshop for children at the Gateway.  JoAnn will be going to Matsumoto in December.  She has many friends there as a result of being on the group that visited Matsumoto last year. 
Trujillo, Peru:   Jorge Arce-Larreta reported that the city of Trujillo is still considered a Friendship City.  He is waiting for it to be declared a Sister City.  Karen Wiley stated that at the October 20th Council meeting this matter will be on the agenda.  Jorge will be in attendance.  Karen realizes the frustration Jorge has endured on arriving on a decision.  However, she feels that we must work within the parameters presented.   She stated that we have made some good progress and  we should continue to go forward.  Jorge  reported that there will soon be some graduate students from Peru attending the University of Utah.  Also, a Trujillo City Dance troupe will be coming to perform in Utah.
Jinger LaGuardia was pleased to inform us that the Governor referred to our Salt Lake City Sister City as the “Utah Capitol’s Sister City”
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
 
